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counseling for traumatized children. 
The courts seem almost as fed up with 
this administration as the American 
people and have set deadlines for the 
Trump administration to act. 

The deadline to reunite all remaining 
separated families is just 6 days away. 
If the Trump administration fails to 
meet the deadline for even just one sin-
gle child, then Congress must hold all 
those responsible for this national 
tragedy accountable. 

f 

HONORING MONROE MURPHY 
(Mr. MITCHELL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize 82-year-old United 
States Navy veteran Monroe Murphy of 
Dryden, who recently graduated with 
his high school diploma, 68 years after 
he put his education on hold and brave-
ly enlisted in the Navy at the age of 16. 

Monroe served in Korea as an 
engineman. He received an honorable 
discharge, returned home, and married 
his high school sweetheart, Ann, and 
raised their seven children on the fam-
ily farm in Michigan. 

Monroe worked at Selfridge Air 
Field, General Motors, and at his own 
service station in Romeo. 

With the help of his daughter, he en-
rolled in adult education and began a 3- 
year journey of attending classes to re-
ceive his high school diploma. He grad-
uated in June of this year, at the top of 
his class, and gave the commencement 
address to his family and friends 
present. 

Monroe’s impressive journey will 
continue, as he plans on enrolling in 
college classes. 

Congratulations, Monroe, and keep 
up the great work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE REOPENING OF 
HIGHWAY 1 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud today to recognize the reopening 
of Highway 1, located south of Big Sur 
in Monterey County in my district on 
the Central Coast of California. 

Two winters ago, after a long drought 
and then a large amount of rain, there 
were a number of landslides along sce-
nic Highway 1, just south of Carmel 
and north of Morrow Bay. One of those 
landslides occurred 14 months ago, 
when close to 8 million cubic yards of 
dirt and truck-sized rocks came sliding 
down off that mountain, taking High-
way 1 and putting a quarter mile of it 
right into the Pacific Ocean. 

This was the largest landslide and 
the longest closure along that stretch 
of the world’s most scenic roadway. 
Unfortunately, it prevented many peo-
ple from traveling on that route and 
many businesses in Big Sur from bene-
fiting from that tourism. 

But now, 3 months ahead of schedule, 
the California Department of Transpor-
tation, Caltrans, finished rebuilding 
this road, literally on top of the slide, 
and it will open today. 

I recognize the opening of Highway 1 
because it is an example of what can 
happen when people work hard, work 
smart, and, most importantly, work to-
gether. 

Congratulations, and all of us in this 
body can learn from this. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN 
MCGOVERN 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
of my friend, John McGovern. He was a 
beloved friend, family man, and a sta-
ple in Illinois politics. He passed away 
unexpectedly on July 14. 

For decades, John worked in numer-
ous State, congressional, and U.S. Sen-
ate offices and campaigns in our home 
State of Illinois. He was more than just 
a brilliant spokesperson and a political 
strategist, but also a mentor and a 
friend to everyone he worked with or 
worked for. He was even the best man 
at my good friend former Senator Mark 
Kirk’s wedding. 

He always remained a loyal and gen-
uine person, which is something you 
don’t always find in politics. No matter 
the situation, even with policy and ide-
ological differences, he stayed true to 
his impeccable ethics and to his civil-
ity. 

John was also involved in his com-
munity. He served on the board of the 
Boys and Girls Club of Chicago, the 
Elawa Farm Foundation, and on the 
auxiliary board of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. 

Words cannot describe how much we 
will miss his counsel, his wit, and his 
friendship. I offer my sincerest condo-
lences to his wife, Wentworth; his two 
young sons; and to all of us and all who 
knew John McGovern. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
MICHELLE VO 

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to remember the life of Michelle 
Vo. Michelle attended the Route 91 fes-
tival in Las Vegas on October 1. 

Michelle was a very hard worker at 
her job as a financial adviser with the 
LAX Coastal Chamber of Commerce. 
During the month before her death, she 
had been named the top producer of her 
company. 

Michelle was passionate and would 
religiously donate blood every 2 weeks. 
In her free time, she enjoyed volun-
teering with the Red Cross, rock climb-
ing, and golfing. Everything Michelle 

did, she did with 150 percent effort. 
Michelle is remembered as being fun, 
charismatic, brave, and vibrant. 

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Michelle Vo’s family and 
friends. Please know that the city of 
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and 
the whole country grieve with you. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF JACK EDWARD SCHURMAN 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
before you today to speak about Mr. 
Jack Edward Schurman, a longtime 
resident of Shelbyville, Illinois, in my 
15th Congressional District, a disabled 
veteran, an advocate for former mili-
tary men and women throughout the 
Nation, and chairman of my Veterans 
Advisory Committee, and, I am proud 
to say, my friend. 

Born in Iowa in 1939, Jack joined the 
Navy in 1959 and rose to the rank of 
yeoman third class before a disability 
cut short his service in 1964. 

Jack made his way to Illinois, and, in 
1976, he married Nancy Ellen Cranford. 
They raised two daughters, Kelli Ann 
and Kim Marie. 

As chairman of my Veterans Advi-
sory Committee, Jack has led our 
meetings for years, bringing valuable 
experience and perspective. Unfortu-
nately, Jack’s health has declined to a 
point where his mobility is limited, 
and doctors have declared that he 
should no longer live on his own, which 
is what he has done since his beloved 
wife passed away in 2016. 

Jack is now in Mississippi, thanks to 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, which located a suitable resi-
dence for him near the home of one of 
his daughters. 

Mr. Speaker, members of my Vet-
erans Advisory Committee and I will 
miss Jack. We want to thank him for 
his tremendous service throughout the 
years and wish him the best of health 
and happiness in this next chapter of 
his remarkable life. 

f 

CONCERNS OF THE DAY 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people expect corrective ac-
tions by this body and the other body, 
and so I rise today to reinforce the im-
portance of the translators’ notes as it 
relates to the meeting between the 
President of the United States and 
President Putin. 

If there is anything more important 
for the American people, it is to know 
whether we are safe, whether our mili-
tary is safe, and whether we are secure. 

Secondarily, I am so disturbed that 
there is some thought of providing our 
public servants—Ambassador McFaul’s 
name was mentioned as being an ex-
change target, if you will, for President 
Putin to play with. 
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I will be introducing legislation to 

protect all our ambassadors from for-
eign nations that may desire to under-
mine their leadership here in the 
United States. 

Also, I am intending to announce 
next week my introduction of a tem-
porary protective status to help those 
Central Americans and others who this 
administration has precipitously taken 
away their TPS and jeopardized them 
in 2018. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we must re-
unite the children, and we must do it 
now. 

f 

SEXUAL ASSAULT ON OUR 
CAMPUSES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. POE) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to address the House, Members of 
Congress, and the Chair about what I 
consider one of our most serious things 
that is happening in our country, and 
it has to do with sexual assault on our 
campuses, our universities, our col-
leges, and what is taking place there 
while students, our children, our 
grandchildren, go to these universities. 

I want to recognize a group of indi-
viduals who have started a program, a 
cause is really the right word, that 
they call the 12th Woman. They are all 
members, students, former students of 
Texas A&M University in College Sta-
tion, Texas. 

The 12th Woman is a phrase that is a 
takeoff on another phrase that that 
university uses, calling the 12th Man. I 
look at the 12th Woman as a team, 11 
on a team, and there is one more. It 
makes it 12, all 12 supporting each 
other in their cause to eliminate sexual 
assault on campuses, not just Texas 
A&M, but all the universities and col-
leges through the United States. 

b 1215 
So these remarkable ladies started 

using social media to see if other peo-
ple, students, former students, had en-
countered sexual assault on campus 
and what happened and what didn’t 
happen after that was reported. Then 
they formed this organization called 
the 12th Woman. 

Several of those members of the 12th 
Woman are here today watching Con-
gress, and later today, they are going 
to go to their respective Members of 
Congress and talk about some of the 
things that are on their heart. 

Constituents in the State of Texas, 
the reason for this request of time is 
that there are bad things that are hap-
pening on our university campuses. It 
happens because of a lot of reasons. We 
are talking about a lot of people, a lot 
of kids, in my opinion, going away 
from home and spending time trying to 
get an education at one of our univer-
sities. 

I believe wholeheartedly that our 
universities in this country are the fin-

est educational institutions anywhere 
in the world. That is why we have peo-
ple from all over the world coming to 
our universities. 

So I am going to start by telling 
some of their stories, things that hap-
pened to them, things that they have 
made public. They have been bold to 
talk about the bad things that hap-
pened to them while they were in 
school. 

Mr. Speaker, it takes a lot for a 
crime victim, especially a sexual as-
sault victim, to come forward and pub-
licly talk about these things. For the 
last, I guess, 30 years before I came to 
Congress, I was a prosecutor in Hous-
ton, Texas, and then I spent 22 years on 
the criminal bench hearing only crimi-
nal cases. And I have met, unfortu-
nately, a lot of sexual assault victims 
who have come my way either when I 
was prosecuting their cases or as a 
judge. 

It is tough, really, it is tough to 
make those statements public and 
come forward. But I want to read a few 
of these statements and these stories 
that happened to some of our ladies 
that they call the 12th Woman. 

Abbie’s family was based around the 
values of Texas A&M that it instills in 
its students. She was raised by two 
Aggie alumni, and there was never a 
doubt about where she would ulti-
mately attend college: it was always 
Texas A&M. But like so many others, 
what should have been an outstanding 
experience, just turned sour. 

One night, while hosting a Christmas 
party at her own apartment, she was 
raped. That is correct, Mr. Speaker, 
she was sexually assaulted. 

So when she woke up the next morn-
ing, she didn’t remember how a portion 
of that night ended. Bruises, scratches 
covered her arms, her legs, and her 
clothing was ripped and torn. 

So doing everything that I think a 
rape victim should do, she had a rape 
kit conducted just a few hours later. 
The hospital nurse ended Abbie’s SANE 
exam—SANE stands for sexual assault 
nurse examiner—and she told her, ‘‘I 
will see you in court,’’ describing it as 
the most evidence that she had ever 
seen. 

Abbie thought that she had a good 
case against her assailant. She was ad-
vised by the College Station Police De-
partment to seek justice through the 
school and proceed to file her report 
through them. 

So she filed a report. The university 
called a hearing. 

The hearing began with what Abbie 
and her mom thought would be a fair 
playing field, until it became evident 
that she faced a series of well prepared 
attorneys at this hearing and she had 
no legal representation of her own. Not 
a single person at the university, the 
police department, or the hospital ad-
vised her that she had the right to re-
tain legal representation. 

During the hearing, she was, in her 
opinion, ambushed by her assailant’s 
attorney, who peppered her with a lot 

of questions. The fact that she had cre-
ated a Facebook event for the party 
and offered accommodation to those 
who were drinking to crash at her 
apartment was called into question. It 
was if the university panel thought 
that Abbie’s rape was her fault. 

Let’s get one thing straight, Mr. 
Speaker. Let’s make this perfectly 
clear. Sexual assault is never the fault 
of the victim. It is the fault of the per-
petrator, and that is the way it should 
be, because it is the perpetrator who 
caused this. The victim shouldn’t feel 
like they did something wrong, but in 
our culture, sometimes they are put on 
trial. 

Following the hearing, she was re-
ferred to a student counseling service, 
where she met an individual who had 
no training in working with sexual as-
sault victims. So what was the point of 
talking to the school counseling if 
there was no training to handle these 
types of cases? 

After a lengthy process and dealing 
with an investigative panel that she 
thought and believed was cold and 
uncaring, her assailant ultimately 
faced no consequences. Abbie felt be-
trayed by the university that she high-
ly regarded. Her assailant just went 
back to class. Abbie was forced to see 
the man who raped her walking freely 
around the campus, a campus where 
she should have felt safe. 

Ultimately, she made the decision to 
graduate early, ending her time at 
Texas A&M prematurely. 

She feels like the university that she 
highly spoke of failed her. She says: 

The university I speak so highly of has 
failed. Who knows if it failed before me. 
There just wasn’t anyone to speak out about 
it. 

Abbie joins the 12th Woman to de-
mand change, not at just Texas A&M, 
but colleges across the country. 

Abbie says: 
It is time for Texas A&M to follow the 

Aggie code of honor. They should follow it 
themselves and unite with the sexual assault 
survivors to be an example of fearless change 
among the very best American universities. 

Mr. Speaker, the Texas A&M code of 
honor says, ‘‘An Aggie does not lie, 
cheat, or steal, or tolerate those who 
do.’’ 

That is Abbie’s story, and I think we 
should thank her for making her story 
available for all of us. 

Meghan was a fourth generation 
Texas A&M Aggie. Her decision to at-
tend this prestigious school was never 
a question in her mind. It was an amaz-
ing experience until things went bad. 

One morning, while serving as a 
tutor in the athletic department, a 
member of the Aggie football team, 
twice her size, exposed himself to her 
not 2 feet away. He made sexual ad-
vances toward her, becoming aggres-
sive. 

Terrified and shocked, she abruptly 
walked out of the room, trying to re-
main calm as he followed her. 

Despite reporting the assault to her 
supervisor, something just went wrong. 
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